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“Looking beyond BCA”
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" by Gloria Park (Class of 2014)

Founded in 1861, Vassar College was one
of the first women's colleges in the United
States. As one of the "Seven Sisters" (along
with Barnard, Wellesley, and Bryn Mawr),
Vassar was associated with one of the Ivy
Leagues their male counterparts at the time—
Yale University. After declining an offer to
merge with Yale, it became independently
co-ed in 1969.

While 1969, Vassar continues to enjoy an
elite reputation, ranked as #12 on the U.S.
News & World Report's list of liberal arts col-
leges. Consisting of a mere 2,400 students
(approximately 600 students per grade), it is
highly selective; on average, students receive
a 700 in each of the three SAT categories.
Vassar is one of the most expensive colleges,
costing $60,000 per year, it is also one of

the most generous in providing financial aid,
ranked #1 for elite colleges with the highest
economic diversity, accepting students of all
different socioeconomic statuses in keeping
with its need-blind policy.

Of course, Vassar has its fair share of down-
sides with constant political turmoil (stem-
ming from its liberal nature), sometimes
stiflingly uneventful neighborhood (located
in Poughkeepsie, NY), and no graduate
program (due to its small size). Still, there

is something to do for everybody at Vassar,
whether it be the juggling circus troupe,
whistling acapella group, or even quidditch
team. Furthermore, with a gorgeous campus
in all four seasons, CIA chefs running the
dining hall and local restaurants, Steinways
in each dorm, and quick access to 18 other
colleges' libraries, the merits of attending
Vassar are endless.
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