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Calendar Highlights

President’s Message
With Thanksgiving around the corner, our thoughts naturally turn
to the many things we have to be thankful for. Let me share a
few of my thoughts with you. . .
First, I am thankful for our school district. Dr. Lerner, Ms. Sheridan
and all others in the district administration are truly interested in
the welfare of all the children in the Bergen County Technical
School district. This was evident at the District meeting about
safety and security in our schools. I was amazed at the extent of
safety preparations and precautions at our school and the vast
technological support behind it. I know that they sincerely care
about each of our children, not only their academics but their
physical and emotional welfare as well.
I am thankful for the administration and faculty at BCA. They
are a dedicated and passionate group of teachers who also
care about our children and teach and inspire them to achieve
their fullest potential. I appreciate their support for the PPO and
all that we do. Our guidance department led a “hands-on”
session about Naviance on Nov. 12th which was very well
received. Since there is such a demand, they graciously added
an additional session December 11th (sign up will be one week
prior).
I am thankful to you – our amazing group of parents who make
up the PPO. You all volunteer your time and energy to make
BCA the wonderful community it is. Whether providing traffic
control for open house, bringing in refreshments for our monthly
PPO meetings, providing food for a dinner, setting up for an
event, or chairing a parent group – every small act matters .
Often you (our parent volunteers) are unrecognized for your
efforts but you consistently make such a big difference in our
community. Thank you! I am very fortunate to work closely with
several talented parents on the PPO board. They quietly
dedicate numerous hours of their time to the PPO and BCA. I
am so grateful for them and their support.
Most importantly, I am thankful for our amazing children who are
a part of BCA. These high school years can be very challenging
and difficult. I’m grateful that my children are part of the BCA
community where they receive acceptance, support, and
guidance as they develop into mature young adults I know
these years fly by too quickly and that I should enjoy each day
(even when it is filled with late night projects, stressful SAT prep,
or the endless college application essays!).
On behalf of the PPO board, I want to wish you and your family
a wonderful Thanksgiving filled with food and family and a
joyous Holiday Season. See you in 2014 at our Seventh Annual
Summer Opportunities Fair and the Print Week Exhibition on the
BCA stage --January 15th.
Christine Ogden, PPO President

Nov. 20th
Nov. 21st
Nov. 26th
Nov. 27th
Nov. 28th - 29th

PPO General Meeting – 7:00p.m.
Social
Media Presentation - Auditorium
NHS Induction Ceremony – 7:00p.m.
Auditorium
Autumn Instrumental Concert –
7:00p.m. Auditorium
HALF DAY – Thanksgiving Recess
NO SCHOOL – Thanksgiving Recess

Dec. 3rd
Dec. 3rd
Dec. 10th

HALF DAY – Staff Development
End of Trimester One
Open House Information Session –
6:00p.m. – 7:00p.m.
Dec. 11th
Naviance Info. Session – 11:00a.m.
Dec. 17th
Holiday Choir Concert - 7:30p.m.
Auditorium
Dec. 20th
Senior and Alumni Breakfast –
10:30a.m. - Noon
Dec. 20th
Half Day – All Students
Dec. 23rd – Jan. 1st NO SCHOOL - Winter Recess
Jan.4th and 5th
Jan 7th
Jan. 14th
Jan. 15th - 16th
Jan. 15th
Jan. 19th
Jan. 20th
Jan. 22nd
Jan. 23rd
Jan. 30th
Jan. 31st

BCA Admissions Exam
An Evening with ABF Alumni - 7:00pm
2nd Flr. Cafeteria
HALF DAY
Print Week – BCA Stage
PPO Meeting and Summer Opportunity
Fair 7:00p.m. - BCA Gym and 1st Floor
Cafeteria and BCA Stage
ACAHAPA Pizza Social - 5:00p.m.
Academy Grill
NO SCHOOL – Martin Luther King Jr.'s
Birthday
PPO Newsletter Available
Naviance Info. Session – 10:00a.m.
BCA Commons
HALF DAY
Soph-Frosh Dance - details to
follow

Our next issue will be published on January 22nd. Please submit
all February calendar entries and all articles to Ruth Walsh at
ireny110@yahoo.com by January 16, 2014. Thank You.

across Bergen County but they are
also young people who at times don't
always make the right decisions. It is
something that parents, teachers and
administrators struggle with. We are a
great school but unfortunately we are
not immune to the dangers present in
our society.

From the Principal’s Desk
We Are Not Immune…
During my 16 year career as a school
administrator I've seen students during
the best of times and some low times
as well. It is always a wonderful
moment when we gather to
celebrate a student's recent
accomplishment. To see the smile on
their face and their parents’ faces as
they bask in the glow of a job well
done. Being a parent myself I know
there's no better feeling than the
sense of pride you feel for your child
when they are recognized for their
efforts. Unfortunately, there are times
when a student's misbehavior leads to
consequences and as a result, a
meeting is held with the student and
their parents. In one such meeting, a
young man who is a hard working
student and stands out in a number of
areas, had been involved in some
disturbing online activity which
seemed to portray a different person
altogether. I said to the student
“What I’m reading here doesn’t seem
to match the student I know you to
be" and asked him “Which one is
really you? After a brief pause the
student answered "I guess I'm both" I
was impressed with his candor and
replied "I guess you're right."
Our school may attract many of the
best and brightest students from

The Next Generation of Thinkers
I recently returned from the NCSSSMST
conference held in Indianapolis,
Indiana. While there, I met with fellow
administrators from around the
country whose magnet schools are in
some ways similar to ours and also
very different. Some states like
Arkansas and Maine have dormitory
Math & Science Magnet schools,
while others such as Thomas Jefferson
H.S. and Bronx Science are more
similar to the Bergen County
Academies. One thing is clear from
the conference. The Nation is
continuing to look at STEM careers
and the pathways that lead to them.
We are looking for the next
generation of scientists, engineers
and thinkers who will lead our country
into the future. It was clear to me from
the conversations I had, that we are
on the right path and in many ways
leading the way here at BCA!
BCA Student Heads to Siemens Finals
in Washington, D.C.
I am happy to announce that for the
first time in our school’s history we
have a National Finalist in the Siemens
Science Challenge. A senior AAST
student from Teaneck was one of 5
BCA Regional Finalists and was then
selected as a National Finalist – one of
only 6 in the country. We wish him
well at the December finals as he
competes for the top award of
$100,000 but whether he wins or not,
we are very proud of him.
Congratulations are in order as well

for the student's mentor, Dr. Robert
Pergolizzi.
Student Research Conference
at University of Louisville
This year’s NCSSSMST Student
Research Conference will be held at
the University of Louisville and is
scheduled for July 13-16th. This is a
wonderful opportunity for students to
gain valuable experience in
presenting their research. Any
students interested in attending
should contact Ms. Alyssa Calabro in
the BCA Microscopy lab.
Academy Scientific Magazine
Reaches 15,000 Views
The Bergen County Academies is
proud of the publication of our very
own Academy Scientific, a journal of
student articles on a variety of
scientific topics. The articles,
photographs and interviews are
incredibly well done and very
interesting. Please see for yourself at:
http://issuu.com/aisraj/docs/
the_space_issue
Halloween Assembly
Kudos our Mr. Kaser and the Student
Council and to Mr. Lang in our BCA
Video Lab for a tremendous
Halloween Assembly. From the
costume parade, dancers, to the
performers everyone was full of
Halloween Spirit. The highlight of the
assembly was the faculty’s video
rendition of “What Did the Fox Say”
starring our Math Department’s very
own Mr. Walsh, as well as a host of
BCA teachers. (It already has over
3,600 views on YouTube and is
climbing steadily!)
Enjoy The Holidays!

Russell Davis, Principal

Please view our Superintendent Dr. Howard Lerner;s Message by using this link:
http://www.academyppo.com/uploads/1/1/1/7/11170958/superintendent_letter_11_2013.pdf

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER… SAVE THE DATE
Tuesday, March 25, 2014
6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m.
BCA Auditorium

Parent Volunteers Needed
The Annual BCA Fashion Show is an event the entire school community looks forward to each
year. This event is the largest and last fundraiser for the Class of 2014.
Together we can make it memorable for all.
We welcome volunteers and donations from our entire school community. There’s something for
everyone. Come join the gang.
Simply click on the link below and fill in a blank
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F48ABAE2AA5F94-2014
Two key positions still open are:
Program publisher
Basket Co-Chair (solicitations & donations)

For information email nvair@beylerian.com

TRAFFIC CONTROL VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR BCA 2013 OPEN
HOUSES
A	
  school	
  is	
  built	
  of	
  bricks	
  and	
  mortar,	
  but	
  it	
  is	
  made	
  of	
  people.	
  	
  As	
  
BCA	
  continues	
  to	
  grow	
  it	
  has	
  and	
  will	
  always	
  be	
  supported	
  by	
  
dedicated	
  and	
  talented	
  administration,	
  faculty,	
  and	
  most	
  of	
  all	
  
students.	
  	
  To	
  all	
  those	
  who	
  volunteered	
  their	
  time	
  and	
  talents	
  
during	
  the	
  October	
  and	
  November	
  Open	
  Houses	
  to	
  allow	
  the	
  next	
  
class	
  of	
  prospective	
  BCA	
  students	
  to	
  see	
  ﬁrst-‐hand	
  what	
  BCA	
  is	
  
truly	
  about,	
  the	
  PPO	
  extends	
  our	
  sincere	
  thanks	
  on	
  a	
  job	
  well	
  
done.	
  
Carol Monahan
Open House Chairperson

Our	
  Annual	
  BCA	
  Autumn	
  Concert	
  will	
  take	
  place
	
  
Tuesday,	
  November	
  26th
7:00p.m.	
  	
  -‐-‐	
  	
  BCA	
  Auditorium!
Tickets	
  are	
  available	
  at	
  the	
  door	
  for	
  $5
The	
  concert	
  will	
  feature	
  several	
  BCA	
  instrumental	
  
bands,
	
  orchestras	
  and	
  ensembles.	
  	
  
Please	
  join	
  us	
  for	
  a	
  wonderful	
  evening	
  of	
  Music!

An Added Note:
One goal of our monthly PPO
meetings is to feature
presentations
from relevant outside resources
available to the community.
It is not, however, a PPO practice
to endorse them for your own use.
We hope you will use your best
judgment deciding whether you
choose to utilize their services.

We have extended the Parent
YEARBOOK Ads Deadline!
Please Drop Off All Completed Parent Ads
No Later Than Dec 6th!

All students can still buy a copy of the
2014 Academy Yearbook! Go to:
http://www.balfour.com
Mrs.	
  Evelyn	
  Rios
Yearbook	
  Advisor

Class News Updates....
Class of 2014
I think I can- I think I can- I think I can listen to another
essay. I think I can- I think I can- I think I can send
more scores out from College Board. I think I can- I
think I can- I think I can pay another application fee......
We "little parents of high-schoolers that could" are almost
over the mountain. Our seniors are getting ready to
rejoice with all their friends! One of their spring
celebrations will be the Fashion Show. It will take place on
Tuesday, March 25, 6:30-9:30p.m. in the BCA auditorium.
The theme is “The Great Gatsby”. This final fundraiser will
be the Class of 2014's biggest and most fun. This will be
your last opportunity as parents to partake in a school
event. The coordinators, Nvair Beylarian and Felicia
Angus, are looking for a few good parents to be Program
Publisher and Basket Co-chair (solicitations and
donations). There are many ways to help. Please go to
this link at Sign Up Genius and take a look.
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/
10C0F48ABAE2AA5F94-2014/13594864 ***
We parents have the opportunity to post a special little
something in the Reflections yearbook (somehow, we
think this will be our only opportunity to "sign" their
yearbook!) The deadline has been extended to Dec. 6 for
submitting ads. Please go to this link for information and
instructions: http://users.bergen.org/dondew/bio/YB/
ADS/Ad_For_Ads_2014pg1.html
Enjoy the final push, Dawn Williams, Nieves Martino,
and Pat Zuber bcaclass2014@gmail.com

Class of 2015
Class Parents Report Wow after a fabulous Fall, winter
feels like it has arrived suddenly and making up for lost
time. Firstly let me just say thank you to all those who
helped out at the BCA Open House bake sale on
November 2nd. Whether you came and helped us set up,
manned the table or sent in baked goods to sell, we
appreciate you. Thanks to your efforts another $500 was
added to the class accounts. As ever we have a
wonderful class council in place who are thinking about
organizing an ice skating social event in December open
to the whole class, so if your offspring come home
muttering about it, please encourage them to attend, I’m
sure they’ll have a great time. *** The class dues
continue to come in, many thanks to all of you who have
paid (you only need to do it once!) And to those who
have yet to do it, please consider paying soon, just so we
know how many kids will be attending the various fun
activities and events planned for senior year. *** We are
still selling lovely things to raise money for our class; we
currently have very handsome looking magnets depicting
the school logo in black and gold. To acquire one of
these discs of gorgeousness (only $5 each) please fill in
the form (on the PPO website) or email any one of us,
sometimes we have a supply on us (which is sad but true).

In addition to magnets we have a fresh supply of
Pathfinder College Maps to help you with all those college
visits, why drive blindly? Buy them for your friends and
relatives too, they will love you for it, even if their college
days are long over. The maps are priced at $10 each and
depict all the four year colleges in the US along with
helpful data and contact information, just drop us an
email and we’ll get one to you.
Have a wonderful Thanksgiving and a very Happy
Holiday…Lizzie Trimm, Donna Tittensor and Lisa Caron Class parents 2015 bcaclass2015@gmail.com.

Class of 2016
We would like to thank all of you who contributed to our
bake sale on Sunday, November 17th and special thanks
in advance to those volunteers helping out at the
National Honor Society Reception on November 21st. We
are currently planning a Sophomore family potluck after
the break and working with the class council on planning
the Soph-Frosh Dance (January 31st). We are happy to
report that December will be a relaxing month. We would
like to wish all of you a wonderful holiday season and a
New Year full of peace and joy.
Warmest regards.
Maria Jasionowski mariajasionowski@yahoo.com Laina
DeRose msdr21@yahoo.com

Class of 2017
Greetings to our Freshman Class and wishing you all a
peaceful and Happy Thanksgiving! Our first class
fundraiser, the Nutcracker, will be held on December 6th
from 10a.m. -12:00p.m. in the BCA Auditorium. Cost of a
ticket is $17 and can be given to the class advisors, Mrs.
Karen Marain or Mr. Joe Marmora. Checks should be
made payable to Student Activity Fund, Class of 2017.
Tickets are for Freshman students ONLY. Please purchase
your tickets soon! This should be a wonderful production
and we look forward to seeing all of the Freshman there!
If you would like to chaperone, please email us at
bcaclassof2017@gmail.com. Ten chaperones will be
chosen on a first come, first serve basis and you will not
need to purchase your own ticket. *** We also have our
first coffee social for parents to be held on Thursday,
November 21st from 9am-11am at Panera on Rt. 4W. This
should give us a nice opportunity to get to know each
other and to discuss our children's experience and our
initial plans over the next four years! We hope to see you
there!
Warm regards, D’Arcy Natale & Allison Orecchio Email:
BCAClassof2017@gmail.com

!

PAPA  congratulates  everyone  involved  in  last  week's  amazing  produc9on  of  An#gone  and  thanks  
everyone  involved  especially  all  of  our  wonderful  PAPA  volunteers,  whether  backstage  working  on  hair,  
makeup  and  costumes,  or  front  and  center  in  the  box  oﬃce,  at  the  Refreshment-‐  Kisses  for  the  Cast-‐
Flower-‐Raﬄe-‐DVD  tables  during  the  show.
We're  not  done  yet!
As  we  told  you  at  our  mee9ng  Monday  night,  we  are  also  hard  at  work  on  the  Playbill  for  Batboy,  the  
winter  musical.    Our  Playbill  commiMee    is  making  it  easier  for  all  of  us  to  buy/sell/design  ads  this  year  
and  we  encourage  everyone  with  a  student  connected  to  the  show  to  provide  us  with  $100  worth  of  
ads.    The  Playbill  is  PAPA's  biggest  fundraiser  of  the  year  and  money  raised  goes  right  back  into  the  
arts  programs  that  so  many  of  us  enjoy.
If  you  have  not  yet  received  an  ad  form  and  can  buy  or  sell  ads,  please  click  here  to  download  
everything  you  need.
On  Tuesday,  November  26th,  at  7:00p.m.,  join  our  music  families  and  members  of  all  the  BCA  
instrumental  ensembles  for  their  Annual	
  Autumn	
  Concert.    Admission  is  just  $5,  payable  at  the  door.
Also  on  our  calendar:    The	
  Holiday	
  Choir	
  Concert	
  at  7:30p.m.  on  Tuesday,  December  17th.    It's  always  
a  great  night  and  9ckets  are  only  $5.    We'll  draw  our  Broadway  9ckets  raﬄe  winner  at  this  concert  as  
well.
We're  working  on  a  mee9ng  schedule  for  the  rest  of  the  school  year.    In  the  mean9me,    lots  of  emails,  
ask  us  anything,  let  us  know  if  we  can  help  you  and  PLEASE  volunteer  when  we  come  calling!
S9ll  not  a  member  of  PAPA?    You  can  print  a  membership  form  by  clicking  here.    Dues  are  s9ll  only  $10  
and  if  you  are  the  parent  of  a  BCA  senior,  your  student  will  automa9cally  be  entered  into  a  drawing  for  
a  scholarship  at  the  end  of  this  school  year.    Also,  we  try  to  keep  our  Facebook  page  current,  so  please  
check  it  out  and/or  "like"  us  at:  www.facebook.com/PAPAatBCA.

Karen	
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  Gloria	
  Ling	
  Chau
(kssacks@optonline.net)	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  (pcgl7@optonline.net)
Co-‐Presidents
You	
  do	
  not	
  have	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  student	
  in	
  Batboy	
  or	
  any	
  other	
  AVPA	
  ac9vity	
  to	
  par9cipate	
  in	
  PAPA's	
  
volunteer	
  ac9vi9es	
  or	
  to	
  buy	
  or	
  sell	
  a	
  Playbill	
  ad.    You  do  not  have  to  have  an  AVPA  student  to  join  
PAPA  or  to  volunteer  for  any  of  our  ac9vi9es

ACAHAPA will be hosting a casual Pizza Social for parents and students of ALL academies. Please mark
your calendar for January 19th at 5:00p.m. in the BCA Grill. We look forward to seeing our old friends and
meeting the new freshmen families. To RSVP, please go to: http://www.evite.com/event/
01DEDMIVFFOLZMARAEPDGXIBKYJOGM
As we enter the holiday season, we want to remind you to register for our iGive
fundraiser. If you shop online, it’s an easy way to help BCA students. It costs you
nothing, only takes a few minutes to register and a percentage of your internet
purchases benefits ACAHA. Over 1,000 online retailers participate in this program. To
register, please go to: http://www.igive.com/doa8CPY

Just in – the perfect stocking stuffer. ACAHAPA is now selling Wayfarer-style BCA
sunglasses. Stop by the ACAHAPA table at the PPO meeting and check them
out.
ACAHAPA membership dues help support our students in BCA programs such as
Hospitality Day and Chocolate Competition as well as national competitions including SkillsUSA. We also
offer an annual scholarship to an ACAHA senior whose family is a member of ACAHAPA as of January 1,
2014. We are continuing to strive for 100% participation from our academy this year. To join, please go to:
http://www.academyppo.com/uploads/1/1/1/7/11170958/acahapa_membership_form_jun2013.pdf

Thanks for all of your support!
ACAHAPA Board

Catalyst SAT Boot Camp -- January 2014
The Catalyst SAT Boot Camp is a weekend seminar
offered one week before the test
to provide students with strategies and test taking guidance.
A session will be offered on
January 11th and 12th at BCA
9:00a.m. - 1:00p.m. (students attend both days)
Please note:
This session is two weeks before actual test date due to
three day weekend one week prior to testing date
For more information, see the flyer posted online.
This is the link:
http://www.academyppo.com/uploads/1/1/1/7/11170958/bca_jan13_satbc.pdf

BCA's winter musical
features an amazing rock score with a modern tale
that underscores tolerance, acceptance and
growing up in a complicated world.
A great evening of musical theatre to be performed

February 28th and March 1st, 2014
  

Please consider supporting the ARTS at BCA by purchasing an ad for our Bat Boy Playbill!
We invite all BCA families to advertise a business or service to a local audience from over 70
towns, send a message to anyone at BCA or include a congratulatory greeting to anyone
involved in the production.
We can also help provide ideas if needed.
Your friends, colleagues and relatives are welcome to provide an ad as well.
All funds raised support the Arts at BCA.

We hope you will take advantage of this opportunity!
Playbill Coordinators are
Julia Chiang jubee88@gmail.com and Alex Spyridaki as1125@caa.columbia.edu

For more information and to place your ad, Click here

