
PPO Board Message
Wow! It is hard to believe that Thanksgiving is right around the 
corner. As the first trimester winds down it is nice to take a 
moment and reflect on the many things we have to be 
thankful for.  Here are a few thoughts from your PPO Board…

First, we are thankful that our school district administration, 
under the direction of Dr. Lerner, has created a safe and 
secure environment in which our children can learn. Their 
concern and dedication is evident through the district 
meetings they hold which focus on our students’ welfare and 
also through the well thought out safety preparations and 
precautions they have put in place.

We are thankful for the administration and faculty at BCA. 
They are a dedicated and passionate group of teachers who 
care about our children and whose goal is to teach and 
inspire them to reach their full potential. Our administration is 
always available for students and/or parents to discuss any 
concerns in an open, honest and confidential manner. Our 
guidance department is unmatched in their knowledge and 
resources and they do an amazing job at steering our 
children on the path toward graduation and beyond. We 
appreciate the support given to the PPO for all that we do! 
We’d like to specifically thank Mr. Tony Natelli for his 
presentation at our recent PPO meeting on Standardized 
Testing and his demo of the Naviance system. He will also be 
working with us to create many Naviance hands-on 
workshops throughout the year, so stay tuned for dates.

We are thankful for our amazing group of parents who make 
up the PPO! You all volunteer your time and energy to make 
BCA the wonderful community it is. Whether providing traffic 
control for an Open House, bringing in refreshments for our 
monthly meetings, setting up for an event, or chairing a 
committee – you all make a difference! Thank you! 

Most importantly, we are thankful for our children who are a 
part of BCA! These high school years can be very challenging 
and difficult. All of our students rise to the amazing challenges 
they are given and teach us in as many ways as we teach 
them. The years fly by too quickly so it is our challenge to 
enjoy each day (even when they are filled with late night 
projects, stressful test prep, or endless college application 
essays!).

We want to wish you and your family a wonderful 
Thanksgiving and Holiday Season! We have no PPO meeting 
in December so we will see you in 2016 at the BCA Summer 
Opportunities Fair and Print Week Exhibition (on the BCA 
stage) – January 13th.

Warm regards, 
Susan, Sasha, Julia, May, Sue, Connie
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PPO CONNECTIONS
Calendar Highlights

Our next issue will be published on January 20th.  Please submit all 
January calendar entries and all articles to Sue Katz at 
SueLKatz@gmail.com by January 14, 2016. 

Nov. 18th  PPO General Meeting - 7:00 pm 
   Auditorium Naviance Overview & 
   Demonstration

Nov. 19th  National Honor Society Induction 
   Ceremony 7:00 pm Auditorium

Nov. 20th  Tri-M Music Honor Society 
   Induction & Reception 2:00 pm

Nov. 24th  Autumn Instrumental Concert – 
   7:00 pm Auditorium

Nov. 25th  End of Trimester One

Nov. 25th  HALF DAY – Thanksgiving Recess

Nov. 26th-27th  NO SCHOOL – Thanksgiving Recess

Dec. 1st   HALF DAY – Staff Development

Dec. 5th   SAT Testing – Off-site

Dec. 8th   E-PA Meeting – Student Panel,             
   7:00 pm, 1st Floor Cafeteria

Dec. 12th  ACT Testing – Off-site

Dec. 15th  Holiday Choir Concert – 7:30 pm 
   Auditorium

Dec. 23rd  Senior and Alumni Breakfast – 
   10:00 am

Dec. 23rd  HALF DAY – Winter Recess

Dec. 24th-Jan 3rd  NO SCHOOL – Winter Recess

Jan. 9th-10th  BCA Admissions Testing

Jan. 12th  HALF DAY – Staff Development

Jan. 13th  PPO Meeting and Summer 
   Opportunity Fair – 7:00 pm

Jan 13th-14th  Print Week – 6:00 pm Wed. 
   3:00 pm Thurs. - BCA Stage

Jan. 18th  NO SCHOOL – Martin Luther King 
   Jr.’s Birthday

Jan. 20th  PPO Newsletter Available

Jan. 23rd  SAT Testing – Off-site
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From the Principal’s Desk

Blue Ribbon Awards Ceremony
What an honor it was to be on stage in Washington, D.C. 
accepting the Blue Ribbon Award on behalf of our entire 
BCA community. Joining me at the ceremony was Dr. 
Howard Lerner, our Superintendent of Schools, as well as 
Mr. Bill Pavlu, teacher and President of our local 
teacher’s association. I must say that I was a bit amused 
when the keynote speaker began speaking about the 
virtues of a positive attitude and school climate. Our 
school motto this year is “Attitude is Everything” so the 
speaker’s words certainly resonated with me and others 
in the audience.  In addition to the challenging 
academic program we provide, it is my hope that our 
students and parents recognize the daily efforts of our 
staff to reinforce the message that having a positive 
attitude is an important key to success. Another speaker 
spoke on the importance of “Being the Light” and 
stressed that as Blue Ribbon Schools we share our 
knowledge with others. I’m proud and happy that BCA 
continues to open its doors to local, national and 
international educators to share what we’ve learned 
over the course of our school’s rich history.

Two BCA students recognized as National Siemens Semi-
Finalists 
I am happy to report that this year we had two Siemens 
Semi-Finalists. One in the area of math research and the 
other in the area of research involving increasing bone 
density.  My congratulations to our students, their parents 
and their 
teachers for this noteworthy accomplishment in the area 
of research.

A Moment of Silence for the worldwide victims of 
terrorism
As a school community we take pride in the relationships 
we’ve forged with schools and people around the world 
through our Global Exchanges. The recent acts of 
terrorism around the world and most recently in Beirut 
and Paris affect citizens of all countries. As President 
Obama stated “This is an attack on all of humanity and 
the universal values we share," he added, “This is a 
heartbreaking situation, and obviously those of us here in 
the United States know what it's like as we've gone 

through these kinds of episodes ourselves." With these 
words in mind, BCA recently held a moment of silence to 
honor the victims of terrorism throughout the world.

BCA applies for second Provisional Patent 
I am continually amazed at the level of research our 
students are able to accomplish working side by side 
with their mentors. I’m happy to share with you that for 
the second time in the past three three years, the District 
will be filing for a provisional patent based on research 
done by one of our students and their teacher in our on 
campus research program. We view patent applications 
as another learning opportunity for our students and staff 
and appreciate the support of our Central 
Administration as we navigate through the process. I 
extend my congratulations to everyone involved.

Halloween at BCA
At this year’s Halloween assembly, many of our teachers 
collaborated with their colleagues to dress in costumes 
by theme. Teachers from our Math department dressed 
as characters from the Wizard of Oz, the cast of Aladdin 
was represented by our English department, our 
Guidance department and secretaries dressed as 
Minions from Despicable Me and our Physics department 
dressed as Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs. It was 
great to see so many students and teachers in costume 
and having fun!

Continued success in the Arts
Congratulations to four students who recently 
participated in the All-National Orchestra and All-
National Concert Band in Nashville. Their hard work and 
dedication resulted in an unforgettable concert at the 
Grand Ole Opry as part of the National Music Educators 
Conference. Additionally we had two recent winners in 
the Just Poetry contest including one national winner. 
Kudos to these talented students and their teachers.

May you and your family enjoy Peace, Health and 
Happiness throughout the Holiday Season!

Russell Davis, 
Principal

Please view our Superintendent Dr. Howard Lerner’s Message by using this link:

http://www.academyppo.com/uploads/1/1/1/7/11170958/superintendent_letter_11_2015.pdf

“From the Blue Ribbon Awards Ceremony – Be the Light”
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An Added Note:
One goal of our monthly PPO meetings is to feature presentations

 from relevant outside resources available to the community.
 It is not, however, a PPO practice to endorse them for your own use.

 We hope you will use your best judgment deciding whether you choose to utilize their services. 

WITH OUR BCA OPEN HOUSES!

Thanks to all who helped out with registration and 
traffic control at the Sunday Open Houses.  Thanks 
also to those who helped prepare by giving tours or 

setting up.  We appreciate you!

~ Ann and Annette ~

	    Please join us on Tuesday, November 24 @ 7pm for our 21st Annual Autumn 
Concert! From large bands and orchestras to small ensembles, students have prepared a 
fantastic program. The repertoire includes Mozart, Grieg, Khachaturian, and Stevie Wonder! 
What a great way to bring in the Holiday Season!

The 90 minute concert will begin promptly at 7pm. Your donation of at least $5 continues to 
support those "extras" that students enjoy in our great music program.

Michael Lemma

Music Department



Creative Writing Program Updates
Here’s the latest from our fine BCA writers:
• An AMST senior was a Topical winner in the latest Just Poetry!! high 

school writing contest
• And an AAST senior is a NATIONAL winner in Just Poetry!! She is now 

in the running for a $500 scholarship!
And the dates for the 2016 BCA Summer Writing program Poetry and 
Fiction courses will be posted by January on the program website: www.bergen.org/
summerwriting. You can also email Mr. Weems at ricwee@bergen.org if you would like to be 
on the mailing list for this and other writing course opportunities.

Richard K. Weems and Stephen Kaplan
Literature and Creative Writing

SkillsUSA is a national student leadership organization that instills community 
values while promoting technical education. On October 23, the BCA Chapter of 
SkillsUSA attended the SkillsUSA Fall Leadership Conference in Monroe Township, NJ. This 
conference allowed the students to interact with students of other SkillsUSA chapters 
throughout Northern, Central, and Southern regions of New Jersey. Scott Chesney, a 
world traveler who has spoken to millions of teens, gave a motivating speech to the 
students about leadership and empowerment. Students engaged in a question and 
answer session with Mr. Chesney. Learning about overcoming the obstacles that he 
faced as a disabled person since the age of 15 enhanced students’ determination to 
take initiative as a leader. The students found this lecture to be very inspirational.

The fall leadership conference also consisted of Regional Officer Candidate 
elections. Students listened to the several candidates sent by other chapters in the 
three regions of New Jersey. Each candidate presented a quick elevator pitch and 
explained their experiences and qualifications as a member of SkillsUSA in hopes of 
winning the position of a regional officer. A junior in ACAHA, was the candidate from 
the BCA Chapter. She was elected as Northern Regional Vice President and will be 
joining BCA SkillsUSA Chapter President and State Parliamentarian.

Mary Beth Brace 
ACAHA/SkillsUSA

New Jersey SkillsUSA
Fall Leadership Conference

http://www.bergen.org/summerwriting
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Class News Updates....
Class of 2016

We are busy planning all of the activities for senior 
year, and our class council is busy stirring up BCA class 
spirit with Senior Mania activities! Our next class event 
is Wednesday, December 23rd, the Senior-Alumni 
Breakfast.  We will need many volunteers that morning 
to help prepare the gym for a wonderful breakfast 
and social event. We will be sending out an email with 
more details in early December.  Stay tuned.

Save the date….March 31, 2016 the Senior Fashion 
Show at The Florentine Gardens! We held our first 
planning meeting on November 12th.  For those of you 
who could not attend, but are interested in helping 
out, please reach out to us.  During this holiday season 
think Fashion Show. While shopping, seize the 
opportunity to solicit donations for our tricky trays.  
Also, save those gift baskets you receive this holiday 
season and donate them to our class.  Just drop them 
off in the office with a  “Class of 2016” label, send us 
an email and we will arrange to pick them up.

During this Thanksgiving season, we would like to 
extend our thanks to all of you for your continued 
support and friendship. We would like to wish you a 
wonderful holiday season and a New Year full of 
peace and joy.

Warmest regards.
Maria and Laina

Maria Jasionowski mariajasionowski@yahoo.com  
Laina DeRose msdr21@yahoo.com

Class of 2017

Greetings Class of 2017!

A huge THANK YOU to those who volunteered and/or 
contributed to our most recent bake sales!  They were 
a tremendous success. We held our second coffee 
social on Tuesday evening, November 10th. We 
discussed plans for Cabaret, our major fund-raiser, 
which will take place on Wednesday, April 20th at 7 
pm. For those of you who could not make the 
meeting, but are interested in helping out in any way, 
please reach out to us! We will be holding another 
meeting in January, date to be determined. We will 
need many baskets for the raffle items so please save 
any gift baskets you receive this holiday season and 
donate them to our class. Just drop them off with your 
student to Mrs. Marain's Room #142 labeled "Class of 
2017-Cabaret".

We are still collecting class dues. Class dues are $200 
and paid only once over the four years. If you have 
not paid your dues, please send checks payable to 
“Student Activity Fund - Class of 2017” and mail it to 
BCA or drop it off in the main office in the PPO 
mailbox. You can also make your payment online at 
www.academyppo.com. 

During this Thanksgiving season, we would like to 
extend our thanks to all of you for your continued 
support and friendship. We wish all of you a wonderful 
holiday season and a New Year filled with peace and 
joy.

Warm regards,

D'Arcy Natale & Allison Orecchio

bcaclassof2017@gmail.com

Class of 2018

We would like to send out a HUGE THANK YOU to all of 
you who contributed food, time and donations to our 
recent events.  Your support is just amazing and our 
class is directly benefitting from your care and 
dedication.  Thank you all so much!

We had a great showing at our first Coffee Hour on 
October 23rd!  It was great to touch base with so 
many parents and talk about all of the exciting events 
ahead this year!  We are planning our next Coffee 
Hour for mid-January.  Details to come soon! 

Our recent Soph/Frosh Movie Night in October was a 
big success!  Over 100 students attended to watch 
“The Ring”, and they all enjoyed pizza, popcorn and 
screams. The class council did a fantastic job 
organizing, planning, and running this event.  With the 
admission price and water and pizza sales, the profit 
was approximately $650.00.  This was a fun and 
fantastic fundraiser for all!

So many of you generously donated baked goods, 
sandwiches and other goodies for the BCA Open 
House recently held on November 1st.   We had a 
great showing of volunteers throughout the day and 
we really appreciated all the help.  Thanks to this great  
collective effort, we made $675.00 for our class! 

We have begun to plan the upcoming March 24th 
Soph/Frosh Semi-Formal and we are pleased to 
announce that we will once again be hosting the 
event at Powerhouse Studios in Paramus.   Our 
sophomore class voted to have their event outside of 
the school and the Powerhouse was a natural choice 
since they had such a fantastic time last year.   This 
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one of a kind Hollywood themed event space will offer 
great food, music, dancing, arcade games, special 
lighting, a DJ, an Emcee and will be sure to offer the 
students an unforgettable night out!  Mark your 
calendars and save the date - more information 
coming soon!   

We are also gearing up to host the National Honor 
Society reception which will be held on Thursday, 
November 19th.  This is an event that honors NHS junior 
class and senior class recipients.   We are in need for 
several more volunteers to assist at this event, so please 
sign up if you are available.  

Once again, thank you all for your generosity and time.  
We are very fortunate to have so many wonderful 
parents and guardians in the Class of 2018!  

Wishing you all a happy & healthy Thanksgiving holiday!

Your Class Parents - 
Rena, Christine and Cathy

Class of 2019
Greetings Freshman parents!  Our class has elected a 
student council, and we are looking forward to working 
on future Class of 2019 events and fundraisers with 
them!  We kicked off our first class fundraiser for Knights 
winter hats.  If you did not take advantage of the 
preorder, we will send out a notice when we will have 
them available for sale.  The next upcoming event for 
our class is the traditional performance of The 
Nutcracker coming up December 4th.  After the show, 
the students will gather for hot chocolate and 
munchkins; this will be a nice way to celebrate the end 
of their first trimester at BCA!  Keep an eye out for an 
upcoming email, as we will need volunteers to help out 
with refreshments and set up for the event. Last but not 
least, it was wonderful to meet so many BCA parents at 
our first parent coffee hour! Thank you to everyone who 
attended - if you were unable to join us this time, we will 
be planning the next one for a December evening and 
will send out an email regarding day and time. 

Wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving!
Pam A., Pam C. and Amy
bcaclassof2019@gmail.com

Class News Continued......

E-PA (Engineering Parents Group) IS ON A ROLL!!

Our October Meet & Greet was another huge success! The event was 
attended by Mr. Liva, Mr. Nodarse, Mr. Zurich, Ms. Sousa, and over 40 
parents!!

Mark your calendar: our next meeting - featuring a STUDENT PANEL - will be 
held on Tuesday, December 8th at 7pm, in the 1st floor cafeteria. Don’t miss 

out on the opportunity to learn firsthand from AEDT seniors and juniors about their unique 
experiences at BCA!  Both parents and students are welcome and encouraged to come to this 
informative meeting.

Additional exciting E-PA plans for the year include an Alumni Panel in January, an Engineering 
Lab Tour in February, A Senior Panel in May, Field Trips, and so much more!

Don’t forget to join our E-PA Facebook group at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
1649612991978796/
where you will find updates, resources, parents/students surveys, and more, not to mention the 
opportunity to connect with other E-PA members!

Not yet a member? It is never too late to join our vibrant group! For a membership form visit our 
E-PA page on the PPO website (http://www.academyppo.com/e-pa.html) or click here http://
www.academyppo.com/uploads/1/1/1/7/11170958/e-pa_flyer_6.15_.pdf.

Questions? Suggestions? Contact Tal Millet at talmillet@hotmail.com.
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!

PAPA	  congratulates	  the	  Cast	  and	  Crew	  on	  the	  fabulous	  produc7on	  of	  Our	  Town	  and	  thanks	  to	  
everyone	  who	  contributed	  to	  its	  success,	  especially	  our	  PAPA	  volunteers	  who	  helped	  out	  backstage	  
working	  on	  hair,	  makeup	  and	  costumes,	  or	  front	  and	  center	  in	  the	  box	  office,	  at	  the	  Refreshment-‐
Kisses	  for	  the	  Cast-‐Flowers-‐DVD	  tables	  during	  the	  show	  and,	  of	  course,	  the	  team	  that	  hosted	  our	  
rehearsal	  dinner	  before	  Opening	  Night.

Not	  to	  rest	  on	  our	  laurels,	  we’re	  already	  hard	  at	  work	  preparing	  for	  our	  winter	  musical	  –	  Evita.	  	  It’s	  
going	  to	  be	  wonderful.	  	  The	  Playbill	  CommiMee	  has	  been	  geNng	  everything	  ready,	  too,	  so	  that	  our	  
biggest	  fundraiser	  of	  the	  year	  will	  be	  a	  success	  and	  allow	  us	  to	  con7nue	  to	  do	  all	  the	  wonderful	  
things	  PAPA	  does	  for	  our	  students.	  	  We	  encourage	  everyone	  with	  a	  student	  in	  the	  show	  to	  provide	  
us	  with	  $100	  worth	  of	  ads.

We’re	  puNng	  the	  finishing	  touches	  on	  the	  ad	  sales	  form,	  sample	  ads,	  etc.	  and	  will	  be	  pos7ng	  all	  info	  
on	  our	  PAPA	  at	  BCA	  Facebook	  page.	  Please	  be	  sure	  to	  look	  for	  more	  info	  and	  help	  make	  the	  Playbill	  a 	  
success.

On	  Tuesday,	  November	  24	  at	  7:00pm	  join	  our	  music	  families	  and	  members	  of	  all	  of	  the	  BCA	  
instrumental	  ensembles	  for	  the	  Annual	  Autumn	  Concert.	  The	  concert	  will	  feature	  6	  instrumental	  
ensembles	  with	  students	  from	  almost	  every	  municipality	  in	  Bergen	  County.	  Concert	  Band,	  Jazz	  Band,	  
Orchestra,	  Wind	  Quintet,	  Percussion	  Ensemble	  and	  Guitar	  &	  Mandolin	  Orchestra.	  The	  music	  
performed	  will	  be	  as	  diverse	  as	  the	  students	  and	  ensembles:	  Classical	  music	  by	  Grieg	  and	  Holst,	  Jazz	  
music	  by	  Stevie	  Wonder,	  new	  music	  for	  chamber	  ensemble,	  percussion	  music	  for	  6'	  poles,	  and	  a	  
Turkish	  folk	  song!	  $5	  dona7on	  at	  the	  door.	  

Also	  on	  our	  calendar:	  The	  Holiday	  Choir	  Concert	  under	  the	  direc7on	  of	  Dr.	  Patrick	  D.	  Finley	  on	  
Tuesday,	  December	  15,	  7:30	  pm.,	  in	  the	  BCA	  auditorium.	  It’s	  always	  a	  great	  night!	  

And,	  don’t	  forget	  PRINT	  WEEK.	  	  	  	  As	  always	  it	  coincides	  with	  January’s	  PPO	  mee7ng,	  on	  Wednesday,	  
January	  13th.	  	  Viewing	  begins	  at	  6pm	  on	  the	  Stage.	  	  Look	  for	  an	  upcoming	  email	  in	  December.

Our	  January	  21st	  PAPA	  mee;ng	  will	  kick	  off	  2016	  with	  a	  fabulous	  mee7ng	  featuring	  our	  music	  
students.	  	  More	  on	  that	  to	  come.

Be	  sure	  to	  Like	  us	  on	  Facebook	  –	  PAPA	  at	  BCA	  –	  to	  keep	  up-‐to-‐date	  with	  the	  latest	  PAPA	  informa7on.

Eileen	  Gabriele
PAPA	  President



Class	  of	  2018	  BCA	  SWEATSHIRTS	  
**	  FIRST	  COME,	  FIRST	  SERVED—LAST	  CHANCE!	  **

ONLY	  $20	  !!

Design	  #1-‐	  2018	  Logo

SMALL-‐	  2	  left	  
MEDIUM-‐	  7	  left	  

Design	  #2-‐	  “Eat,	  Sleep,	  Study	  Repeat”	  Logo

**Design	  on	  front	  only*	  
SMALL-‐	  1	  left	  
MEDIUM-‐	  4	  left	  



Class%of%2018%One%Time%Payment%
!

Class%Dues%are%used%to%help%fund%and%defray%the%cost%of%your%child’s%senior%
year%activities%and%special%events%such%as:%
 Senior!Day!Trip!
 Senior!Yearbook!!
 Cap!&!Gown!
 Graduation!Rehearsal!Lunch!
 Graduation!Photo!!
 Yearbook!Signing!Lunch!
 Senior!Prom!

!
Traditionally,%Class%Dues%are%collected%during%your%Freshman%Year%to%
allow%your%class%parents%to%focus%on%community%building%throughout%your%
students%four%years%at%BCA.%Class%Dues%are%not%refundable%and%are%
appreciated%as%soon%as%possible.%**%If%you%would%like%to%check%to%see%if%you%
have%already%made%a%payment,%please%contact%the%PPO%parents%directly:%
Christine%NicholasLcmhe@optonline.net%%
Rena%MoyLChangLrmoy19@aol.com%%
%
Thank%You,%%
2018%Class%Advisors%
Danielle%Kouefati%&%Suzanne%Halligan%%
———————————————————————————————————A!
Payment%can%be%made%online%with%PayPal%at%www.academyppo.com%
%L%OR%L%Complete%this%form%and%include%$200%check%made%payable%to%“Academy%
Class%Dues%2018”.%
%
Student%Name____________________________________________Academy_____________________%
Street%Address_________________________________________________________________________%%
City%/%Town______________________________________________%Zip%Code______________________%
Home%Telephone________________________________________%
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hackBCA	  Is	  Coming!

The	  time	  has	  come	  for	  the	  third	  iteration	  of	  hackBCA!

If	  you	  haven't	  been	  with	  us	  before,	  hackBCA	  is	  a	  high	  school	  
hackathon,	  a	  free	  convention	  lasting	  24	  hours	  where	  students	  

collaborate	  to	  make	  incredible	  software	  and	  projects.

The	  date	  is	  currently	  set	  for	  April	  2-‐3,	  2016.

Last	  year's	  event	  had	  over	  550	  attendees,	  and	  we're	  aiming	  
for	  even	  more	  this	  year,	  meaning	  we	  need	  even	  more	  chaperones	  

to	  keep	  things	  running	  smoothly.

If	  you	  are	  interested	  in	  helping	  chaperone	  or	  lend	  a	  hand	  
around	  the	  event,	  please	  fill	  out	  the	  preliminary	  interest	  

form	  below.
	  	  

goo.gl/forms/sPZCb6fHle

More	  details	  will	  be	  relayed	  as	  we	  approach	  April.

If	  you	  have	  any	  questions,	  last	  year's	  website	  is	  still	  up	  at	  
hackBCA.com	  and	  you	  can	  contact	  me	  at	  dan@hackbca.com.

Thank	  you	  very	  much,	  and	  I	  look	  forward	  to	  working	  with	  you!

Daniel	  Gu
hackBCA
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